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Changes to Fourth Edition , May 2024

Update the meaning of the Von Der Linn name.

Arthur was known as "Von".

Add Robert Paddock, Plymouth colonist, Ethel's ancestor.
Add info about Clausen from my trip to Germany in 2023.
Added a few new things about McNamara descendants.

Changes to Third Edition , Oct. 2022

Correction: only four of Frank and Barbara's kids have living descendants
Lewis Heil and Van Ostrand cemetery plot info

New tree captures for Virginia Heil, Loretta Fisher, John VDL (removed grandkids for consistency),
Loretta Meissner, Lester Hell

Fisher family stories

More info about Eleanor VDL McNamara

New Frank VDL info (correct birth year, add photos, military service)

New info about Donald Meissner (diabetic, never married)

Add info about Burg Linn, Krefeld, and Otto Linn

Definition of 1st, 2nd, 3rd cousins

Gerry McNamara sent postcards to his aunt Loretta

Bielmans (Lewis Heil ancestors)

Grave photo and cemetery info for Felix Arner

Various minor edits

John Anthony VDL died 2022

P 58: There is no headstone for Grace and Lewis Heil

Shorten TOC

p. 78 corrected photo of Jessica Mahlow

Changes to Second Edition, May 2022

Pg 3, I ntroducti on: This book also contains infor
their descendants. [This info has always been there, but wasn't mentioned in the introduction.]

Pg 26: Added photos of the Epps children (Frank's daughter Eleanor's grandchildren.)

Added death dates for James VDL, Eugene Marley, and Pat Conran, and removed them from list of living
descendants (page 39)

Pg 69, X=77

Page 45: Added corrections from Concetta Phillipps <cfbandit@gmail.com>, a historian who contacted

me: Changed Joris's birth date to be his christening date. (His christening is listed under his original name,
in the French form of George Rapareillet. Joris i
unclear who his mother ighere's a possibility that he was an illegitimate child, or he may have been

listed as illegitimate because his parents were Protestant. The name Lodewyck appears to be a random
addition through internet genealogie$ t 6 s possi bl e that this refers to
near where Elizabeth was from.

Page 49: Removed picture because it's the children of Garret Rapalje, pretty far removed from us.
https://wams.nyhistory.org/settieolonialismandrevolution/settleicolonialism/rapaljechildren/



Page 64: Update Virginia Heil death date and descendants; removed Virginia from list of living
descendants on page 75.

Page 77: Added picture of Arthur and Ethel's trailer

Page 118: Added paragraph about steerage conditions

Page 115: Credited Andrew Murray
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Introduction

This document is primarily for the descendants of Arthur Von Der Linn and Ethel Heil, but will also be of
interest to anyone who is related to Frank Von Der Linn, Barbara Berg, Lewis Heil, or Grace Van
OstrandThere is also information about Frankdos brot he
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Ancestors of Arthur Von Der Linn and Ethel Heil

Every human beinchas four grandparents, eight great grandpareftgyrdatgreat grandparents, and so
on. If you go backlO generations we each have 1024ct ancestorsThe genealogist must draw the line
somewherkeThus ths document includes only a fraction of our ancestonave tried to capture a subset
of the available data that helps bring our family history to liteave learned where most, but not all, of
our ancestorsmigrated from and | have uncovered a treasure trove of fascinating stories

One of my goals has been to locate all of the living descendants of Frank Von Der Linn, Barbara Berg,
Lewis Heil, and Grace Van Ostraridthink | havefound all of them, butplease let me know if | missed
anyone(See ALi vi ngdo Dats ctPara lasnd 2dhi® documen)

There is more information about some people than othdrave included what | was able to collect,
which varied from person to person

If you would like to customize this document for your immediate clan, | would be happy to send you the
Word version



|l 6ve made every effort to fact check everything
conjecture or opinion. | apologize for any mistakes or omissions, and | welcome corrections and
suggestions. You can reach mé&aten@nwnative.usr 425941-3737 (text or call).

I hope this document will spark additional memories and clues for further reséasamy greatest wish
that this document be available for future generations to peruse and build upon

For additional informationincluding sources, specific dates\d more photoseemy genealogy website
at nwnativeus/Karen/Genealogy/Genealolgml.

Lots more info online

FamilySearch.org, the free database maintained by the Mormon church, has incredible records available,
going back to hundreds of years BC. Enter the name of one of our ancestors and start clicking, and you
will be amazed. | have not added all of this data to my Ancestry.com tree, because it would take a lifetime
to verify and enter it all. (The data is crowd sourced, which means anyone can enter data, and anyone can
modify it. Ités important to verify the information before assuming it is cafrect

Acknowledgements

Thank you tothe many peoplevho shared stories, research, and photos for this docuiventare too
numerous to name, but you are very appreciated!

A note about names

Name spellings varied widely in old records, and niaygvary in this documentome of the reasons for
the variations are that any people were illiterate and only knew how to speak their nachesch
records ofterused thelLatin version of namescensus takers mighmisspell namesand nameswere
modifiedduring immigration or for political reasoni$ a child died, the same name was often used for the
next child of the same gender

Family tree diagrams and symbols

The family tree diagrams in this document contain small green leaf syredse ignore thenThey
representhintsd in the Ancestrycom software, and have no relevance for this docunistib for the
little pink and blue. Afadditional tree infod symbo

In order to fit thenonto the pagesome oflie tree diagrams are small and hard to read; they are intended
to show relationships, notdetaiBl ease ask me i f youdd |i ke to see ¢

Please note that some birth years approximationsand that some oft)rgke o pl e s hown as fALi
nolonger be alive

What is a second cousin?

Wa n t to know if someone is your first, second, o]
Grandparents (one G) you are first cousirisyou shareGreat Grandparents (2 Gs) you are second
cousins, etc.
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Part 1: The Von Der Linn s and Bergs

Origin and spelling of the name Von Der Linn

We have no informatio about the origin of the Von Der Linn name, lug'realmost certainly common

folk. Aristocratic German names with a "V@er" prefix are rargfor aristocrats)von" by itselfis mae
common(e.g., Otto von BismarckfiVon der 06 means dAfrom the, 0 and
town of Linn now part of Krefeld, Germany Perhaps our ancestors were serfs working as bonded
peasants for Otto vonihn (whosebones from the year 1219 can be seen at Burg Linn Castle in Krefeld).
Note that Otto has no living descendants, so we are definitely not dedceom himIf we are fromthe

town of Linn, one or more of our ancestors migrated 200 miles south to Petersberg, where we find our
first Von Der Linn ancestor in the town recond1718

Michael Von Der Linn says:

Germans often moved around quite a bit. The move to Clausen would have been an easy
one, both physically and sociallin general, "von der" prefixes translate to "from" or

"of" atopographical location or landmarkxamples: von der Leyenfrom Castle Leyen

and its environsvon der Hayderr from the Hay Fields; von Essenfrom (the state of)
Essenvon Turnau= from (the city of) Turnau. If you translateon dep names you will

find rivers, fields, castles, towers, mountains, sites of activities, etc.

[If we lived in Linn and then left,the name Von der Linn" makes sense. It would also
explain why there are no records in LianKrefeld for our family they wouldn't have
appeared in the historical record @sn der Linn.They may have had a different
surname, or none at all. A hypothetical ancestor could have been "Johann the Tailor."
Had his descendants stayed in Linn, they may have become "the Schneiders" (tailors).
But since Johann moved away, he became "Johann from the place where Linn.tastle is

The name Von Der Linn haalso been spelled Vonderlin, Vonderlinn, and even Fondeflinis
pronounced f in Germanandis inconsistent in records and Ancestgmtrees Living family members
spell it with varying spacing and capitalization



The charming town of Linn survived both world wars unscathed, and is a historic preservation district.

View of the tiny town of Linn from Burg Linn. The city of Krefeld is in the distance.



From Bavaria to America : The Von Der Linns and Bergs

E Frank Von DerLing | Johann G Von Der Linn
PR Salome Busch
!‘ Barbara B. Berg Peiber Hexy
1862-1935
Catharine Kaufold

Parents of Frank Von Der Linn and Barbara Berg

The Von Der Linn and Berg roots are tile GermanRhineland which was part of the Kingdom of
Bavaria until 1918 The Bergs are from the Mannheim graad the Von Der Linns are from the nearby
towns of Petersberg an@lausenless thar60 milesaway.
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i @ ¢
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Clausen is in the German state of Rhineland-Palatinate, near the French border, 100 miles from Frankfurt

Frank Von Der Linnds parents were Johann Georg Vo
Clausen to New York in 185%vith several small children in tow

Barbara Bergbs paheamih Mannkeamaad CRtherine rKauBldyorrg in nearby
Weitersweiler Theywere married in New York in 185Zheir immigration dates are unknown

Frank Von Der Linnds mot her, Sal omz BBah srddMaria wa s b«
Eva Nussbaunfor Nu3baunt):

1 Ris a German character that is pronouniigcand is often spelled ss.
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Frankds father, Johann

Von Der Linn and Franziska Endier
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Ancestors of Johann Georg Von Der Linn

We can tracéhe BuschandVon Der Linnfamilies back to the T00s in the German Rhinelandle don 6t
know much about the Buséamily, but we know many interesting tidbits about the Von Der Linns.



In 1718,Andreas Von Der Linpa tailor,married Anna Maria Eva Bischaf Petersberg, Germangix
miles southwesbf Clausen

One of their children was Johann Georg Von Der L{tire grandfather ofthe Johann Georg who
immigrated to America)This elderJohannGeorgwasborn in 1760 in Petersbeepmdmovedto Clausen
asayoungmamm he Cl ausen muni c Vgneetlin famely}chas béen vimg is Clauged h e
since 1786 So Johann mhoesewhernhe was abowd 23éisl is dlso the year he married
Elisabeth Keilhauer

This JohannGeorg the eldewas a &ilor. In 1785 he bought a orstory house withiia garden of 26 rods
for 138 guilderé(equi val ent to about 7100 s q)uldediedinfl8ldin and
Clausenat age 55

JohannandElisabethhad onechild, our ancestor Johann Michaglisabeth died youngndJohanrthen
married Maria Eva Matheiswith whom hehad nine children) Johann Michaelvas born in 1786 in
Clausen Like his father and grandfather, he was a tailor by trétfewas also a church servant and
gravedigger of the parish of Clausém 1817hewasa Corporal of the Security Policén 1822 he was a
member of the factory council of the parish of Claus&m Christmas Evef 1827 he went to France to
look for work, presumably returning to Clausen at some point

Johann Michael married Franziska Endler1824heinherited the onstory house of his fathén-law,
Balthasar EndlerdJohann Michaetlied in 1847 at age 61

Johann Michdeand Franziskahad four known childrenpne of whom was thdohann Georgvho
immigrated to AmericaThis Johann Georg wasorn in 1818 in ClauserHe too was a tailor He was
known as Georg in Germany a@korge in the USIn 1848 he married Salome Busebho was also
from ClausenHe was 29 and she was.20

Immigration and Little Germany

Georg and Salome had three young daughters when th&eleftanyin 1852 As far as we know(seorg
is the only Von Der Linn who came to Americehe est stayed in the old countgndwe have a lot of
Von Der Linn relatives in Europ&®Ve donét Georgand Saldmgeft Germany butthere were
seriouscrop failures andamines intheir area 84647 and 185&%4.

Little Germany was an immigrant neighborhood in the Lower East Side and East Village neighborhoods
of Manhattan in New York CittWe donét Kk n o wGeorfy (hdwttadllefedrge and Badome

lived after they arrivedh 1852 but it seems likely(The first census in which the family appears is 1880,
after George had diedt that timeSalome was living in Brooklyn wither sister Mary and three of her
sons)

By 1855 New York had the third largest German population of any city in the vaftdd Berlin and
Vienna By 1860, Bavarians (includingGeorge and Salomejere the largest group of Germa
immigrants in the city

George Von Der Linmied inNew York in1865 at age 465alome died in Queens, New York, in 1885,
at age 58



Frank Von Der Linn and Barbara Berg

Barbara and Frank VDL

George and Salome had seven childigreir youngest childFrank Von Der Linnpwas born in 18Bin

Queens New York (according to Is enlistment recordind death certificaje Georgedied whenFrank

was threeyears old (SeePart 60of this document o | earn more about §wo of
Anthony and Nichola}.

Frank enlisted in the Navwjpn November, 1878, when hewas6l The enl i st ment f orm s
tall, with light brown eyes, brown hair, and a dark complexion.

One year later, on November 10, 1879, Frank departed for Gibraltar, Spain, aba#Gtenstellation

with supplies and a replacement crew for the USS Trenton, which was stationed in the Meditefranean.
sloopof-war, and the last saibnly warship designed and built by the United States Nadkg
Constellationwas mainly use@s a training shipThe restoredhipis open to the public in Baltimore's
Inner Harborand isdesignated a National Historic Landmark.

Frankwas aboard the Constellatiarar the Azores during a weklng storm, whenheyspotted a vessel
in distress. Therescuedhe crewand therburredt he si nki ng shi p ®saagation woul c
hazard.

Frank arrivel in Gibraltar onDecember 13, 187%fter a month at seand transferred to thearship
Trenton awoodenhulled screw steaméscrewfrigate). | n  t h eThelCauisekof the TrentamfFrank
is listed as an ordinary seamapprentice (all men under age 18 were apprenti€sApril 3, after four
months in the western Mediterranean, Tmenton and her crelWweaded eadbr two monthsstoppingin
Italy, Egypt, Turkey, Greece and France. Then théyeaded north t&nglish, Belgian, and Dutch pe

10



before returningo the western Mediterraneam August 1881 Theysailed for the U5. on Septembey,
arrivingin the New York Navy Yaran October 231881 Frank had been gone for two years.

() The restored USS Constellation in Baltimore Harbor; (r) The USS Trenton

In June, 1882 Frank joined the crew of the US@nnesota He was honorably discharged from the Navy

on Deeember 26,1882 and from the ship Minnesota on January 1883 He was 21 years olthis
enlistment papers say he had committed to serving until agél@IMinnesota dischargeapers sayhat

his general conductvasfi e x ¢ eélarld disseamanship, gunnergnd general appearance and bearing
werefi v e r y Hg wvaighedl®0 poundshad20/20 vision,and was irexcellent healthHe also had a

scar on his foreheadvhich had not been mentioned when he enlisted, so presumably it was acquired
during his service. We can only guess how he got it!

() Frank in USS Minnesota uniform; (r) The USS Minnesota

Frank joined the Brooklyn Fire Department in 1884, when he was 23 years old, B88bi at age 24he
married23-yearold Barbara Berg

Bar bar aparents,glosaph dnd Anna Kaufold, owned a large bakery on the corner of Attorney St
and Broome Ston theLowerEastSide in ManhattanThey also owned three houses in Brooklyn and two
on Broome St

Frank and Barbaraad 12 childrenfive of whom died youngTheylived at 178 Penn St in Brooklyn

Frankés daughter Marcella said that Frank wused

Frank, many dads of that time may have done the

11
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Jacob Berg

Peter Berg
1829-1871

Agnes Hausman

Barbara B. Berg
Y 1862-1935

Joseph Kaufold

Catharine Kaufold
1825-1885

Anna Mary Franzel

Ancestors of Barbara Berg

Frank may have beepart of the Brooklyn Democratic machine, which had close ties to the fire and

police departments That could help explain how he was able to buwultiple parcels ofland in
Ramblersville(read on for more abotamblersvillg. Barbara may also have inherited money. Grandson

Eugene (Gene) Marley believed that Barbara was the mastermind behind the land acquisitions. (Great
grandson Michael Von Der Linfound a newspaper record of a real estate transaction under Baoara
DerLinnsname whi ch appears to corroborate Geneds <cl air

Frank was attached to Engine 30n 1895 he was promoted to EnginedrSteamerln 1898 Brooklyn
became part of th€ity of New York its fire department merged with the New York City Fire
Department (FDNY) on January 28, 18881909 Frank receiveila handsome gold medebr 25 years
of service.Five years later, in 1914¢hetired from FDNY at age 53.

Frank enjoyed 25 years of retirement. M&s an avid boater and fisherman, knawnJamaica Bawas

iCapt ai n Wwentdighikg. irbthe Bag for shark andin Florida for swordfish andnarlin. His

grandson John says that FrdiMed to float in the canaht Ramblersvilleeyes closed ankdands behind
his head.

Barbara died in 1935 at age 73. Frank died in 1939 in Stuart, Florida, probably on one of his fishing trips
He was 78. li$ daughter Lucia broughtis bodyback to Brooklyn for burial in Holy Cross Cemetery.
(Section: SELE | Row: 13 | Plot: 49

2 From Michael VDL:Urban fire, police, and sanitation departments were very politicized during the 19th century and they
functioned as adjuncts to Demaocratic political machines, which drew their power by mobilizing immigssfioispatronage: it
was a world of quid pro quo. Frank was probably a capable ward heeler in the Gatratian part of Williamsburg.

12



Frank Von Der Linn: fire fighter, boatman

Ramblersville

Frank and Barbaravere known by some dthe rich Von Der Linns from Howard Beactb b ecaus e
owned multiple properties ithe Ramblersville section dfiat neighborhoadFamily lore even says they
owned 10,000 sharesof IBM stock at the height of the depressio) Ramblersville(also calledOld
Howard Beachwasa fishing village on Jamaica Bay that was popular for weekend getaways

Frank and Barbarawned at leasfive cottages andnamedthem fortheir daughters (they also had two

sons) The family lived in fiMarcellaHous® and rented out the others to vacationéisone point they
loaned one of their cottagés use as &atholicchurch

13

t

h



BOAT HOUSES for rent, water front lots
for sale. Inquire F, VON DER LINN, Mar-
cella Cottage, Ramblersville, L. I.; 17‘ Penn
st, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Ad from The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 10 April, 1915

A 2016article’ about Ramblersvillsaid:

Fr
(L

a
u

In 1880, the New York, Woodhaven and Rockaway Railroad opened itenftautrestle

over Jamaica Bay (then often called Grassy Bay), offering direct service to Far
Rockaway. It also provided easier access to the farmland and swamps north of the bay.
By the end of the decade, Oscar Rust had constructed "a small fishing station” on the
swampland surrounding Hawtree Creek.

Several other intrepid builders quickly followed suit, placing their vacation homes on
stilts, just high enough to let the tides lap their front doors twice a day.

Each household considered itself a yacht club, and residents spent much of their time on
the water.

[A developer] tried to rebrand the area "Marcella PdiRid this have anything to do
with Marcella Von Der Linn?][The namefailed to catch on.

Like any good hamlet, it had its own "mayor," and any dlamthing male was eligible to
vote, provided he had caught at least 50 pounds of fish.

Fishing was held in high esteem for good reason: on Sunday evening, it was "either
dinner or no dinner, all according to the luck which the male Ramblersvillers have had
during the wee small hours of Sunday morning." The joy ofmwtyou-catch was not

to last, however. Thanks to pollution from industry and sewage, in 1916 the city closed
Jamaica Bay to recreation and fishing.

n k 6 s JimVanber fienmemembers vigg relatives in Ramblersvilléncluding his Aunt Lu
ci a, F r aand wakingdmatheghbatdealks. |

Michael Von Der Linn researched Ramblersville and learned the following:

Van Der LinnStreet in Ramblersville is also known as Church StréetHowever,
several real estate listings refer to the street as Van Der Linn Street. One of them said
"Church Street, also known as Van Der Linn Street."”

| believe Van Der Linn street is now Bayview Avenue. | am basing this idea on another
real estate listing, which lists a property on Van Der Linn Street, which turrte bat
Bayview Street when you consult a map.

3 https://ny.curbed.com/2015/2/24/9989218/ngk-city-ramblersville
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| think | can see how the blueprifitelow] matches the current typography: the VDL land
encompassed presey Church Street and Bayview Avenue. The canal, listed as
proposed on the blueprint, is between the two streets.

Fill produced by digging the canal provided the land listed as "proposed bulkheads," that
is, the land at the end of Bayview and Church. It looks like "Arthur Avenue" was
eliminated by the canal. Unfortunately, all of the street names were changed when the
city grid reached the neighborhood.

Real estate listings date the Ramblersville cottages to the early 1900s to 1920. They were
adapted over the years into yeaund homes. | wouldn't be surprised if the VDL
cottages are standing today under layers of additions.

Proposed development plans for Ramblersville property owned by Frank and Barbara

A glowing tribute published in the New York Sun i

[It is] a curious settlement of about 300 houses which stand high and dry on stilts on
either side of the banks of Haw Tree Creek. The creek serves as a highway, speedway
and boulevard to the aquatic population, who each year leave the noisy city and join the
colony. Known as Ramblersville, and with a summer population of about one thousand,
which is augmented on Sundays by another thousand, this little colony is without
government, politics, police, churches, or regulations of any sort save good will to each
other. And it is probably one of the happiest and most harmonious communities in the
greater city.

éwhen the tide is | ow Ramblersville is | eft h
flood the front and backyards of the settlement are submerged and the doorsteps are

awash. ét he congl omer ati on of boat houses, f
thrown together in happy confusi on. eal l t he

watertight, will weather the showers of summer and the bleak storms of winter. Every
place is equipped with a camping ouitfit of beds, cooking utensils and other necessary
artides, so that when the season opens hundreds of women and children take up their

15



abodes in the apparently rickety buildings, contented and happy, and settle down to spend
the summer. éln the fall they | eave their sumn
a reunion in the coming year.

éwaters surge back and forth under the floors
one house to another is either by boat or the narrow, raised footwalks that zigzag from the

rear of one house to another. This isolation i
and even children go calling in boats. ét he wi
bend to the oars like professionals. Even little children become experts in handling a boat.

éFanci ful names are painted on different housce
up the colony are residents of Brookl yné At P
scattered in and along the bay, but for quaintness and real outdoor enjoyment
Ramblersville leads them all.

Marcella House, Ramblersville

Today, Ramblersville still feels like a quaint and sleepy fishing village.

16



Children of Frank and Barbara VVon Der Linn

Frank and Barbara had 12 children, seven of whom lived to adulti@act of those have living
descendantéEleanor, Arthur, Marcella, and Milton)hey lost the following five children in infancy (can
you imagine?!):Jerome(died in 1896 atlage4.5 months) triplets Helen (died in 1899 at 3 months),
Walter (died in 1899 at 4 months), and Alice (died in 1901 at 23 moatig)Julian (died in 1901 at2L
months old). Alice and Julian died within four days of each othevas quite possibly smallpox, which
swept through New York City from 1901 to 1902.
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B Lucia
M Eleanor
F Arthur
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1. Loretta Von Der Linn

Frank and B a ldraita b Ber LthavastpdmntindBrooklyn in1886and died in Queens in

1974 at age 88in 1909, at age 22,he married Albert Francis Meissner, an architect who designed
churches They owned a nice house in Huntingt@X. inherited a lot of money and bought vacation
properties in Sharon,dbnecticut and CenterporiNew York NephewGene Marley said he loved to go

to the Wnnecticutproperty, which was like a farm, with an outhouse, a hand water pump, and a vegetable
garden The Connecticuproperty was next to William .BBuckley's estateand the Centerport property

(two or threeacres of waterfront) was next to one of the Vanderbilte Meissned s owned ni ce
and there are photos of Loretta in fur coats.

Loretta and Alhad one son, Donald, who never married or had childks was a type 1 diabetic, and
didnét want t o b)uWhehéerdied, heneft hie house to lisagirifricHd: was a tenor

who toured with the Robert Shaw Chorale and the Trapp Family Sifigerktter for two seasons, from
19491951) Geraldine McNamaraemembes Donald singing inh e r f dinmshdd ybésement in

Valhalla, NY, at a family gathering<en Fisher remembers his family owned recordings of Don.
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Loretta Von Der Linn circa 1904 Donald, Loretta, and Albert Meissner

2. Lucia Von Der Linn

Frank and Barbafas d alwgahMargaret Von Der LinprorouncedLoosha calledi L uvéag born
in 1887 Shemarried James Alfred Hahn in Buffalo 1911 Their only child, Raymond, was born in
1912 and died atine months of ageL u @reat niece Kathleen Epps remembers visitingin about
1953, wherlLu was living on a tugboat in New York harbor

JamedHahndied in 1954When Lu died in 1970, sheas living in Howard Beacgtpresumably in one of
the cottages her parentshadowrtdé r address | i sted on Franko6s
St.

Lucia with a fish she caught with her dad in Florida
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Lucia (far right) with (I to r) Marcella, Loretta, Al, and Florence

Lu is rememberedsloveable andi ma n .n 8he had a booming voice and gave bear hugs. Heeneph
| Sheksmokedtcigave ahad. taitodeep sea fishednd was

JohnVon Der Linns ay s tod e i it

a volunteer firefighter. This is from The Brooklyn Daily Eagle newspaper of July 10, 1909:

Miss Lucia has the distinction of being
the only woman member of a volunteer
fire department in Queeng County, That
honor was accorded her for her heroic
work at a flerce fire something oveér a
year ago which threatened to wipe out
Rambleraville. Climbing up onto the roof
of a blazing building, Miss Lucia, un-
noticed at first by the firemen, called
loudly for them to hand her some buckets
filled with water. Her voice could not be
heard above the din, but a fireman soon
egpied her skirtg and cried out to fellow
firemen to hurry up with the ladder as a
woman was In dire straits on the roof of
the burning bullding and he wanted to
rescue her.

““Never mind me,” shouted Miss Lucla,
I can take care of myself, thank you.
Just hand me up the buckets and I'll help
you put this fire out.” The firemen
formed in two lines. One line passed
along the filled buckets and handed them
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up to the girl on the roof, and Miss Lucia
gave the head of the other line the pails
as fast as they were emptied, so that they
could be refilled again. The firemen per-
spired and the girl on the roof worked
like a Trojan. Within twenty minutes
the fire was under control, The firemen,
one and all, fairly adored Miss Lucia af-
ter that, and thenceforth she was one ol
“the boys.”

And this devil-may-care spirit, this
readiness to do things, even at the ex-
pense of being called odd, makes Miss
Lucia a leader wherever she goes. Miss
Lucia ascribes her love for all things
having to do with firemen, to the fact that
Lher father, Frank Von Der Linn, is an en-
gineer in the fire department of Brook-

lyn, and that, since she was a little ehild
she never tired hearing her father's tales
of heroic deeds performed by firemen in
conflagrations he had witnessed duriug
the twenty vears of his service.



3. Eleanor Von Der Linn

Frank and B a rElanorRothanavdnaDerd.inrtwasrborn in Januajyl880. At agel19 she

made the news when she fell off a ladder. She was volunteering to paint the new church in Ramblersville,
on property donated by her parents. The article says she fractured three fingers and cut open her palm, and
was taken to Marcella cottage, where her family livemithe doctorcould stitch her palm and set her

fingers. Her grandson Greg says that when she told him this story many years later, she said that she
simply wrapped her injured fingers in tobacco leaves, went back up the ladder, and kept right on painting!

Eleanor Von Der Linn (I) with brother Arthur, mother Barbara, and sister Loretta

20



GIRL HURT:PAINTING ‘CHURCH.

Volunteer “Decorator. Falls from the

Top of Ladder, Bréaking Three Fingers

‘Misg' Elinor Von de Linn, 18 years old, |
and thres helpers were at work yesterday |
afterncon putting the fimishing “touches
of palnt on the liftle Catholic Chapel ot
Bt. Montfort's in- Ramblersville, which 1s
near Rockaway Beach, on the edge of
Jamaiea Bay. The other three volunteer
painters were Miss Lucy Von de Linn,
Miss Elinor's sister, Mra, James Nolan,
and Mrz, Franels Green. :

For thred years the Rev, Father Castrex
iof the Gate of Heaven Church in Ozone
Park has been conducting "services "also
at Ramblersville. Up to this year he had
hig church in a cottage there, Thid Sum-
mer the resldents raised money with
which to build the littla chapel.

“When -the woodwofk was completed
about three weeks ago it was found that
nearly all the subseription money was
gone, There might be enough to buy
paint, it was pointed out, but cgrtaln'lr
there wasn't enpugh to pay painters. And.
Surely the chapel ecould not o unnainted, |

The Misses Von de Linn wvolunteered to-
do.the palnting, and then the other two
women joined.in. Paint. brushes ‘wera
bought, and last Fridey the wvolunteer
painters' began work, There was always
a gathering to cheer them -on. -

By vyesterday noon the body of thBi
church had received its coat of white, the
window frames had thelir coat of green, and.
nothing was left to do except the gilding of
the cross, which stangs above.the Ior-
ward end of the roof-pole. Mlss Luey
Von de Linn gaid she would do that diffi-
cult job, The others watched below. _

At 2:30 o'clock she.paused In her work
to shout to her co-workers:!

o Bring up some more gilding. I'm all

' Belzing & can of gllding, her sister start-
ed up the twenty-six-foot ladder. She had
just reached the top of it when she halted,
wavered back and forth In the attempt
to regain her balance, soreamed, and then
fell to the ground., Her slster dropped
her brushes and came scrambling down to
earth. Mrs. Nolan and Mrs, Green ran to
i the fallen painter's slde.
The iround upon which she fell was|
soft. Three fingers of her right hand were |
| fractured and the palm of that hand was!
cut open;  She was quickly carried to
I the Marcella cottage near by, in which she
lives, and there Dr. D, E. Ordson stitched
'uip her opened palm and set her fractured
| fingers.

| ‘The gllding of the cross will be finlshed,
| later.,

Eleanor married Jamd&dcNamag, a pharmaceutical comptrolldiheyhad four children: Arthur, Loretta
(named for her auntiGerry, and Virginia. Eleanor was knowngome ofher grandchildren as Grandma

Mac.

James P Eleanor R
McNamara Von Der Linn
1850-1542 1889-1965

James Arthur Loretta Lynn Gerard Virginia G
McMNamara McMNamara McMNamara McNamara
1917-1978 1918-1987 1920-1995 1923-1983
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Arthur, Gerry, Loretta, and Virginia circa 1924

Some family members were told thkmes lost his jobuting the Great Depressiphis obituary says he
resignedfrom his pharmacy jolin 1938 to become a tax consultant. He was appointed to the SEC in

194Q andwasalsoa dollara-year maf, doing top secret workde died of a heart attack in 1942, at age

51. Grandson Kerrememberhi s mom ( El eanords daughter Lorett a)
financially during the Depressio&omegrandchildren heard that after James died, Elehadrto sell

things to pay off debt®thers are not aware of any financial hardship, and think Eleanor may have sold

possessiongecause she was moving to California.

The timingof J a me s 6 soincddedawith WWILLEl eamsomé sArt hur , and Lorett
Fisher, were bothenitto California. E | e a som Gérrg was stationed in Europe.)Beanor Virginia,

and Lorettapacked up and took the train wdstbe nearArthur and Al The womenrented a big

apartmenton Filbert Streetn San Franciscowhere they livedduring the war( Ar t hur 6 s wi f e E
stayed with them for a while as well.)

KathleenEppsremembers hearing Loretta and Virginia say that n@ssessionbad to be left behind
when they moved to Californi a, storedsomeof thesatgmsforr i ent al

4 Wikipedia: In the earlyto-mid-20th century, "dolla-year men" were business and government executives who helped the
government mobilize and manage American industry during periods of war, notably World War I, World War II, and the Korean
War. U.S. law forbids the government from accepting the services of unpaid volunteers. Those employed by the government had
to be paid a nominal salary, and the salary establishes their legal relationship as employees of the government.
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Eleanor, buEleanor never returned to New Yaik reclaim themOne @ more Haviland china tea sets
did travel to California, and were eventugtigrceledout to some of the granddaughters. These may have
been from EI etousseaudssanddawyhter iGargdine heard that Eleanor was fond of
throwing luncheons and tea parties in New York.

At some point, Eleanohad a tracheotomyprobablydue to a goiter operatiofremoval of enlarged
thyroid). In photos of Eleanor during the washe does not have a trach hole, so the operation probably
occurred sometime in the late940s. Her grandchildren remember her having it in their earliest
memories.

() Eleanor Von Der Linn McNamara in 1916; (r) with her trach, date unknown

Eleanoralsosuffered from osteoarthritis, which left her hands deformed and crigpldde late 40she

fell and brokeone or bothhips. There were no hip replacements theor the rest of her lifehe was

confined to a bed or wheelchair, and lived on an upper floor of the Fisher horatta really loved her

mom, but taking care of h@tussmall childrerwas a lot of workAlthough Virginia was very close with

her mom,she must have felt it made more sense for Eleanor to live with LohMtaonly was Al a

doctor and Loretta a nurse, b u t Eleamor didisomietanesvstay k e d f
with the Epps family when the Fishers ntdo their cabin Later, when Kathleekppswas older, she
stayed with El eanor at t he FisshaatodranspartEteanortolihey t r a
Epps home.

Eleanor had a bell stemuld ring, and Loretta would serwhe of the kidsupstairs to see whagrandma
neededGranddaughte€lare Fisher remembers:

| recall fihelpingd her from as far back in my mind as | can remember. She dropped things

often because of her hand deformities, and we were called on to retrieveathsie

could not bend over. It was always a good opportunity to reaédifuheie or sneak a

piece of hard candy from her. This was one of the reasons we were most often called to
assisti PI| ease change the channel . 0 She | oved the
ways she could get it. She would often change it to something WE liked sould stay
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and watch it with her. | remember many a foggy summer afternoon curling next to her in

her bed and watching Art Linkletter. Mom always seemed to be busy with meals,

laundry, etg so we (mostly Greg and 1) took care of
close and spent hours of time together in the room that would later become mine when

she had to be transferred to a nursing home because of declining health.

Eleanorand Loettaliked toread theobituaries in the San Francisco Chroniclgether(they referred to it

as At he | r i s hEleSnpreeadtthecangcs @heregeandkigsand this is howheylearned to

readat ayoungageEl eanor wasnodt interested jandsewaswed port s
versed in world affairsSh e c oul dn passhewasuwhable wholdk them due to her arthritic

hands.

Eleanor babysat the kids one night a week when Lori and Al went out to dinner. She let them stay up past
their bedtimeand whenthey heard the garage door openinhey 6 d scurry quickly to

Granddaughter KathleeBp ps ( Vi r gi roftea vent tadvisitElgamdr and yemembers her as
intelligent, with a fun and sly sense of humor

Eleanorwas also a talented painter and crafespite her handshe made decorativelesigrs on

drinking glasses, muggjiant sugar pine conethe grandkids collected iTahoe, and Holy cards.
Grandson Gregvas impressed by her patience and skill, and regrets that his mom did not save these
items.He also remembers that Eleanor would sit at a sewing machine and do mending. She liked to sew,
and wanted to be helpfuClare remembers:

Grandma would utilize whatevdiornamentations my mom would get at the Five &

Dime: beads, sequins, glitter, glass shaped resembling various leaf forms, etc. It would
take her HOURS, sometimes dats complete a piece because of her finger deformities.
She was also an accomplished seamstress, sewing clothes for me and my dolls (often
matching)! She taught me how [sew], sitting on her lap. | became quite proficient
because of her tutelage, sewing many a ball gown for proms, and later dresses for my
entire wedding party.

Eleanord i dtalld about helife in New York before moving to Californis&she did tell Greg that she
missed her sisters.

Eleanor was aevaut Catholig like her parentsbut sinceshec oul dn ét go to church,
visit her. Greg said it was a fSwmhedraom(Lorettaand! 6 f or
Virginiabs families went) to church on Sundays

Eleanor went into assisted living in Marin County in the early 196bBedied in1965at age 76.
E | e a granddawghter SusdvicNamararecalls:

| never met Grandma (as we called her). Dede and | went with my dad to San Francisco
for the funeral. It was a big deal for aswe got to leave school. | was in second grade. |
remember being at ¢hchurch and then overnightthe Fishers. Then Dad surprised us
with a trip to Disneyland.. it was very exciting. The following summer Dede and | went
out for at least two weeks with stops in San Francisco, Lake Tahoehgiffishers,
Livermore with the Epps and then to Phoenix to see Uncle é&ite] andbaby James
(Jamie). After Dad died, | was out west a few times. In 1982 | stayed overnighheith
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Fishers on the way to Mammoth. In 1986 a visit to é Aincluded a trip to La Jolla for
lunch with Ollie and Gerry. In 1991, on a family van trip to the Grand Canyon we caught
up with Joan, then Nancy andl#. Last time out there was 1999? Betse, Mom, Dede
and | got a chance to see some of the Epps on a trimté-r&aaciscoMom showed us

the house on Filbert St.

Granddaught er | @l remémtber meeting @Grgndma Elgdanor VDL McNamaraé®nie
1955 on a road trip NY to CA. | think | was terrified by her trach hole and gli&eeloice, but then
againlwasonly6gar s ol d. o

31 EIl e an oJamesArthur McNamara wascalled Arthur He wasborn in 1917 in Brooklynin
1943hemarried Eleanor McCarty.

() Arthur and Eleanor McNamara on their wedding day in 1943; (r) date unknown

During WWII Arthur was called into the NavyHe worked on PT boats in Hawaii, and served as an
officer in the South PacifitHis daughter Betssays:

Our parents were married in Hamdemn@ecticut,(St. Rita's Church) at 7:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, July 6, 1943. They had a breakfast reception in the church hall after the service.
They left for their "honeymoon" trip to California that day.

Arthur was a sailor and may have completed basic training in San Diego and then went to
Officer Training School (OTS) near Chicagmossibly atGreat Lakes Naval Training
Statior]. We think he met Mom while home on leave in early 1943, went to OTS, and
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then they married and he had his orders to ship out to the Pacific [via California].

Mom was reportedly in Chicago with Dad for some period of time, a visit if you will, to
attend his graduation, and she would not agree to marry until our Dad asked her father's
permission. So they went from Chicago @mnnecticut by bus, to accomplish this
tradition.

[In California, Mom sharedl an apartment with Loretta, Virginiand her mothen-law,
Eleanor, and she in fact loved living/being in San Francisco. She was excited to be
married, and working at the Presidio (we don't know what she dids duée iad
considerable clerical, office perience prior to meeting Dadyhroughout her life she

loved "working" outside the home and was gainfully employed in most eofydars
following Dad's deathwhile he was alive, of course, she managed their home, children,
meals, transport, etc., and at some low points in Dad's income stream she in fact worked
parttime to keep family meals going and support him during times of transition.

WhenAr t h u r Bleanomniad peegnant with her first child, she left California and took the train back
to Connecticut to be with her family.

After the war Arthur was in the Navyeserve and worked as an accountdetdied in 1978 at age 60.
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Descendants of Arthur McNamara (great grandchildren not shown)

Arthur and Eleanor had five daughtefithey had a beautiful home for almost 20 years overlooking
Wychmere Harbor in Harwich Port, adsachusett&leanor and her daughters moved to Florida in about
2000. The three living daughters (Betse, Geraldine, and Susan) are in West Palm Beach, Florida.
Daughter Betse writes:

We all completed college degrees and three of us went on for Masters (I got two) so we
did alright in the schooling department, but none of us are as talented on the home front,
though Sue has quite accomplished sewing skills and loves DIY projects in her apartment
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... We reside in the same building, and before Mom and Dede passed away, we might
have been thought to be a "syndicate" of sorts, as we owned five apartments in our condo
building --- we loved being close, and still do, but each of us has a critical need for
independencesharon, who had intellectual challenges throughout her life, struggled and
succeeded, despite all odds, in asserting her independence, especially after Dad died. She
rebelled against his well intentioned protections and provisions for her and gave Mom a
rough ride for years on Cape Cod, but our days and visits were, thank God, always laced
with some humor, hubris, faith and compromigée were/are a very close knit family of

seven fiercely independent personalities.

Art hdadwght er Geral dine was in Barbara Von Der Li
writes: fi | remember my dress being aqua and beau
stuck in my hair and tulle netting!! The gum had been my reward from Barbara for doing such a good

job. 0 Geraldine also f ondIlMy moneémenadb greas pecdhsoup amdo md s
tapioca pudding, Aporcupined meatballs and bread

32.El eanor 0 torettaaLyng NMdcNamara was born in 19181 New Haven, @nnecticut She

was called LoriShewas given the middle name Rita at birth, but later changed it to something she liked
better. This had nothing to do with the country singer Loretta Lynn; in fact, Loretta McNamara did not
like country music. ShmarriedAlfred J. Fisher a pediatricianand theyhadfive children

Her niece Kathlee&pps says thdtoretta got the Irish genes from the McNamara side of the fashiéy
was fineamdlyshlooking, with dark reddisfbrown hair 0

(I'to r) Al and Loretta Fisher, date unknown; 1942 wedding; 1958

Lorettaand her sister Virginiattended boarding school at Our Lady of Mercy Academy in Sydé¥et
Lorettawent on to ge& nursing degree. Her daughter Clare says,

She gotlher degreefrom a Hospital program in NY; | had her pin and cape from that

time, but lost them both in a fire | sustained in a SF apt when in myweidties. When

she and Grandma moved to SF in the forties, she was charge RN of the firsatBleo
ICUInSFatStJosephdéds hospital. She stopped working
Ron and never worked as a nurse again. My Father was STRICTLY traditiona, and

felt a womanoés pr i mahomge motadr. It was real avaste ofa b e an a
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talented, restless mind. When we were in High school, she volunteered through Catholic
Charities to teach children to read. She LOVED it, and it made me think she had missed
her true calling, to teach in some capacity. She was a brilliant woman and could be found
reading several books at the same time, while being up on news and the Giants statistics!

Loretta and AlFisherwere married in June of 194&fter Al finished medical school in Bw York Al
was therconscripted into the Army Medical Carpnd assigned to Hawaii via San Francidde served
at Tripler Army Hospital in Honolulu for the duration of the waihile Lorettalived in San Francisco
with her mom and sister

After the war,Al and Loretta moved to a planned commuriitythe Bay Arealn 1946 they bougha
houseat 810 Pache St.in San Franciscavheretheylived for the remainder of their lives
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Descendants of Loretta Lynn McNamara

During his residency, Al commuted to Oakland every day (coincidentally across the street from the Epps
home). Loretta needed a car to ferry kids and do the shopping, so, unusually for families at that time, they
owned two cars. Greg thinks his dad felt a lot of pressure to keep up with his wealthier doctor friends,
who may have assumed he made more money than he
convinced Al to buy the last oraere lot at Fallen Leaf Lake near Tahoe, where they all had vacation

cabins. Son Ken Fisher has warm memories of summers spent at the cabin.

Al worked long hours to run his practice (he did his own charting and billing), and to pay for the Tahoe
land and cabin, plus the San Francisco house mortgage, and two cars. He also took Lori out to a nice
dinner once a week, and they had a housekeeper five days a week. He worked Saturday mornings, but
spent the rest of the weekend with his family, often taking the kids somewhere to give Lori a break. Al
was an amazing tennis player (though a bit too competitive for his kids). Son Ken remembers Sunday
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family drives, and stopping at farmstands for fresh fruits and vegetables.

Loretta was a sports nut who devoured the sports pages every m&mengiould often listen to a game
on her transistor radio, with the earpiece in one ear, while watching TV with theokidsing a

crossword puzzlShe 6d been a Giants fan in NY, so when the
to many games at Seals Stadium and Candlestick Park, with tickets given to them by pharmacist friends
of Al 6s. Son Ken has <cherished memories of occasi

was more generous with trips to the snack bar!).

Loretta had to have one kidney removed in the late 1950s. Later in life she suffered from COPD, then
called emphysema. Sliged in1987 at age 68. Al died in 1997. None of the Fisher kids lived nearby, so
nieceKathleen cared foner uncleat the end ohislife, andwas the executor dfis estate She says that

Al Awas an institution in pediatricso in San Fran
hospice had been patients of his.

33.El e an o Geavasd Farcis McNamara (called Gerry and sometimes spelled Jérwyas born in
Brooklyn in 1920 He waselegant goodlooking anda talented artistHe joined the merchant mariise
andservedin the Army Air Force inWWII asa fighter pilot and bombardién Europe He won many
medals for his servicéAfter beingshot down he met his first wife, Milou,a Frenciwvomanwho was
volunteering for the Red Craskle sent postcards to his Aunt Loretta, with whom he was apparently
close.

Gerry McNamara

Gerry and Miloucame back to the States together had two daughterfNancy and Joafthey also lost

an infant son)After the warthey moved to Dallas, where Gerry had a position at Neiman Marcus.
Around 1952, Barry Goldwater, who had been electethétoUS Senaterecruited Gerry to run his
famil ybs degedGomedmtatsetrddrse, i n Phoeni x.

Gerry thenst arted his own store, sedling it & dBakGEfth IAyenuddc Na ma r ¢
Phoenixandbecoming general manager of that stéte lovedplayingpolo and would ride t&aksafter

a game hitch up his horse, and go in wearing his unifovinile working at Saks, he popularized Native

American jewelry as high fashioimhe look was featured in Arizona Highways magazibesighter Joan

remembes:
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In the 1970s | had many American Indian friends and | began trading their art. | dealt
with Navajo, Hopi, Santo Domingo, Acoma, and Zuni. | was a jobber and sold to most of
the stores in Arizona. Dad started buying it for Saks and got most of their inventory from
me because | could authenticate every piece, as | dealt with all the top artists.

My dad was a creative innovator He started a national Indian jewelry craze.
Unfortunately it sparked a huge fraudulent market of beautiful jewelry made by non
Indians signing their names as fake Indians. Then it moved from there to jewelry made in
Taiwan and sold as American Indian. It got so bad that some Navajo would buy the
Taiwan jewelry and sell iin the roadide stands. This still happens today. The tribes
began authenticating their wares to stop the fraud.

| joined Capriccioin 1977 but we never sold Indian jewelry there. Capriccio soon became

the most successful small couture boutique in the US4 sold to very famous people

like Joan Kennedy when she was campaigning with Ted for the presidency, Dionne
Warwick, Diana Ross, Stevie Nicks, Grace Slick, Liberace, Tova Borgnine, many Saudi
princesses, Mrs. Brook Astor, Mrs. Mennen, Mrs. Dow, the Gettys, and many, many
others too numerous to nam
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Descendants of Gerry McNamara (great grandchildren not shown)

Gerry and Milou divorced in 1963. In 1965 Gerry married fashionista Ollie Myslichuk and they had a
son, James. About 1975 they established their own elegant boutique, Capriccio, at the Borgata in
Scottsdale, AZthenat Biltmore Fashion Park in Phoenix, AZ, and in La Jolla, RikceKathleen Smith

heard it said that AGerry was the front .man, and
Gerrywas acharming and funpeople persan Joan says, iDad really was hi
He cracked everyone up with his sense of humor. o

party. He had a great | augh, and could really sp
Ollie in about 189 with his parents, older sister Clare (who was going to ASU), and twin brother Kevin.
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Gerryodos son James was a toddler. Gerry and Al Fi s
and took him and Kevin hunting on the reservation with very expensive shotguns.

Gerry and Ollie divorced, and in 1989 Gerry married Bethanne Walz. They had a daughter, Bryanna,
called BreezyGerry, Bethanne, and Bryanrtaen nine months oldyere in San Francisco during the
earthquake of October, 198Gerry needed a stent and was looking for a doctor to give him a second
opinion The threesome were world traveleBseezy was the youngest person to set foot in Antarctica,
when she was less than six years old.

Gerry lived in Oregon with Bbanne then moved back to Arizopavhere le lived for a time with

daughter Nancy and her husbahidal. (Nancyd s niMilon, Gernd s e x, waaNaadpsq laisvi n
she had suffered a stroke at about ageshé lived with Nancy for 20 years, going home to her husband

on weekend$ Gerry died in Scottsdale in 1995 at age 75.

Gerryodos daughters Nancy and Joan |ive in Scottsd
(Breezy) Ilives in Los Angeles. Olliebs daughter C

34.El eanor 0 Virgidiea Gegtrnde ddcNamara was born in Garden CityNew York, in 1923
Virginia got the Von Der Linmgenesshe was tall and Germarmoking.

Virginia andher sistetLorettawent toboarding school at Our Lady of Mercy Academy in Syqdsetv

York. Virginia attendedrom 1928 until her graduation fromighth grade in 1936Shefelt abandoned

there, withnoonetorelyuppher parents didnét visit, and Lorett
friends So in 1936Virginia transferredo high school at therand newMary Louis Academy in Jamaica

Estates as a day studesntd livedat home She was in the first graduating clas§194Q

I n 1942 Virginiads father died, and Ind9eaVirgmav ed t o
married RichardDick) Epps who was on leave from the Navp his memoir, Dick described how they
met

On Christmas day1942] | caught a bus to San Francisco to see this beautifulécity
saw a USO room open with peopleidtes As soon as | stepped in the door, a lady behind
a table called to me and asked if | wanted tooga home for Christmas dinnéf course

| sad yes and she gave directiohdinally arrived at an apartment building (on Fhb
Street) and rang the belvhen the door opexl, there stood a beautiful blaged blond,
about my ag. Her name was Virginia ®Namara and she invited me Bhe shared an
apartment with her mother (Elear) and her sister (Lorette3he had two older brothers,
one (Arthur) was in the Nagy, and the other (Gerry)as flying B26s in EuropeHer
sister Loretta was married to a medical doctor (Al Fisher) whoseasng in the Army

in Hawaii. Virginia and | corresponded daily after my ship returned to its duty station in
the Aleutian Islands at that time

My ship arrived back aBan Franciscon Sept 11t§1943] and was expeed to be in
port for a month Virginia and | had decided to get married with her sidteretta
standingup for her We first had to get permission from the Catholic Church as Virginia
was of that faith but | was notn fact, | decided to be baptised as a Catholic before our
wedding and everything was settled/e were married on September 21, 1948St
Brigid's Catholic Church on Van Ness Avenuesen Francisco

After the war,Dick studiedelectrical engineang at UC Berkeley and worked on the original cyclotabn
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the RadiatiorLaboratory He also worked at a TV repair shop. Meanwhile Virginia was working days at a
bank, and nights as a waitress. Somehow they juggled all this while also raising four young children.

In 1951,Dick was called to the Korean War, where he served as a sonar specialist in the Mediterranean
Virginia and herthenfour children moved back east for about two yearsdlived in Navy housing in
Rhode Island antMassachusett®hen Dick returned from the wahd familywent backto California

In 1956 they moved to Livermore, where Dickda job atLawrence Livermore Laboratoryirginia

liked working, and continued to do so until her oldest kids were in high sdboel.of the placeshe
workedwasSandia Laboratory.

Virginia and her sister Loretpot al ong fine, and saw each other at
closeVi rgini aXattbheght domesndt remember t h8unthagyal ki ng
hadbusylives, and it waslongtrek to go betweeh o r elhomei hs San Fr anci boose and V
in Oakland and latein Livermore

According to herdaughter, Kathleen, Virginia and her brother Gérdjrst wife, Milou, were figreat
friendso

Dick and Virginia were teetotalerd i r gi ni a 6 s MdNantara lead heeraldenkez Bickb s f ami | y
were Midwestern Bible Belt Protestants who abstained from alcohol enbDalghter Kathleen says that
Virginia welcomed this trait in her spouse, and alcohol did not play a paethome

Virginia McNamara and husband Dick Epps (photos taken many years apart)

Dick and Virginia were each the youngestonosf. 6f our
Neither liked to dwell on the past, but instead focused on the present and future. So their daughter,
Kat hl een, never heard stories about her mot her &s
Despite feeling like an adon, Virginia was nonetheless closer to her mother than her three older siblings

were

Virginia and Dick had six children, and thépve always been clas¥irginia used to telthem AiDonot
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fight with your brothers and sisters; they are the people who love you for who yoware

Virginia died of COPDin 1983,at age 60

Richard C
Epps

1922-2010

FI ¥l

'8 B B3

James A( Marvin Kathleen Mark Chrislme { Ebaugh Suzanne [ Rlchan:l P{ Mnry E
Epps Smith —— Epps pps RN Epps RN
1844-2000 -2003 1848-Living Lwlng 1943-uving Living 1851-Living 1955 Lmng 1953 lelng
I I I
~ ~ ~ e
Virginia's Virginia's Virginia's Virginia's
grandchildren grandchildren grandchildren grandchildren

‘. 2 2223

Gina Guy Lauren Natalie MNathan
Barbera Barbera Ebaugh Ebaugh Epps
Living Living Living Living Living Living Living

Descendants of Virginia McNamara (great grandchildren not shown)
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4. Arthur Von Der Linn

Frank and Barbar&on Der Linrd s  Artbun William Von Der Linnwas born in 1894 in Brooklyn,
New York He was sometimes called Lindg € ViomDerdLindyd, and theBrooklyn Engineering Club
obituary says heowas called fAVon

Arthur was an altar boy and attended Catholic church with his family every Sunday. According to a letter
of reference written by a parish priest, the Von
and in the community. oo

Arthur grew up fishing with his father in Ramblersville. Several photos show a sratialy Arthur

fishing on Barnegat Bay in New Jersée alsofished with his father in Florida, and took his wife and
kidsthereaswelA certi ficate from the Stuart Sailfish CI
sportsmanli ke manner , 0 a whdefithing off 8. Locednetur i ng 7 f ee

In February, 1911, when he was only 16 years old, Arthur joined the New York National Guard as a
private in Company A of the 47th infantrjraining was atCamp Townsend (now Camp Smith) in
Peekskill, NY.

Arthur turned 18 in 1912Around that time hdollowed hisfatherinto the New York fire department
(FDNY). Hewas in the fire department band.

New York Fire Department band in front of the New York Customs House
Arthur is in the photo somewhere

In November, 1913, he became a musician in Company L, 47th infantry of the National Guard. In April,
1914, he became a sergeant in the Machine Gun Company of the 47th infantry. A picture of him on
horseback is | abeled fATaken at training camp, P
disturbance.” Many members of the New York National Guard were sent to the Texas border during the
Mexican Border War, and Arthur may have been among them.
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Arthur left the National Guard in August of 1916. May, 1917,he joined the ArmyE.R.C (Enlisted

Reserve Corps which comprised medical personngis dog tag says M.R.C., or Medical Reserve
Corps) He served oversedn WWI from July 1917 to March 191& US Army Base Hospitdo. 15 of

the AEF @merican Expeditionary Forces). This hospital was located in the tov@hafimontin the
HauteMarne department imortheastern Francérthur drovean ambulancand became assistant chief

in the ambulance compankmbul ance drivers often had to go ri
son Jim was told that Arthur was mustard gassed during theTivare is a lot of information on the
internet abouthe base hospitals WWI°:

Base Hospital No. 15 was organized at Roosevelt Hospital, New York, N. Y., on April
12, 1917, and was mobilized at New York City in June, 1917. It sailed from New York
for Europe on théship] Lapland on July 2, 1917, arriving in Europe on July 12, 1917. It
was the first base hospital to arrive overseas for duty with the American Expeditionary
Forces and was stationed at Chaumont, Haute Marne, France, where it arrived on July 16,
1917.

It ceased operating on January 15, 1919; sailed for the United States fshiffje
Olympic February 18, 1919; arrived in the United States on February 24, 1919, and was
demobilized shortly thereafter.

Arthur became a corporal in the ambulance company and was recommended for commission in the Motor
Transport Corps. His son Jim remembers some of the items his dad brought home from the war, such as a
German sword, a 45 caliber pistol, a bazooka round, and a helmet.

5 https://history.amedd.army.mil/booksdocs/wwi/adminamerexp/chapter24.htmi
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Army Base Hospital No. 15, Chaumont, France

Arthur6 Bonorable discharggocumentstates that h&eft the Army in 1919%sfi Co r [ dth @d. 152

D. B. (I ast assigned Ambul ance Corps. Melk.hadDept . )
received no woundsindh i s ¢ h a reacellerdoHe was givenfa bronze Victory Button.

Arthur returned to the fire department after WWI. He was Viitigine 221, Williamsburg, Brooklyn
(now Engine 221/Ladder 1p4He ended his carewiith the FDNY as a fire inspector (an arson detective,
or person who determines the cause of a fire).

In 192Q probably while working for the fire departmehg enrolled in an evening high school program
through the Knights of Columbus in New York City, and received a diploma in Plan Reading and

Estimating. At some point hestarted a company called Queensboro Roofers, wiiaih havefailed
during the Great Depression.

1 UEENSBORO - ROOFERS, INC.

ROOFING AND SHEET METAL
CONTRACTORS
196-32 NORTHERN BOULEVARD
FLUSHING, LONG [5LAND
PHONE I'VANHOE 2 1082

ROCFING and SHEET METAL CONTRACTING is a business o
man has lo know theroughly in order to succeed. lmagine what would happen
if o man tried to bluff his way theu on the installation of an ORNAMENTAL
CCPPER TOWER or STEEPLE, an CLD ENGLISH TILE or
SLATE ROOF, « MEMBRANE WATERPRCCOFING or CORK
INSULATION. He could never expect repeat business. Why nol secure the

L kg s o e Bl e rosfing ot sbael ool irablenet

Muq we suggest that you pul us on your nmllinq list.

Yaurs for service,

CQUEENSECORC RCCFERS, INC.

Gidi b T 10t o

Advertising card for Queensboro Roofers

In January 1928 when he was 33 years olithur marriedEthel Grace Hell
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In December 0fl929, Arthurjoined the William McDonald Company, a civil engineerifign that

specialized in roadways and parking ldtee wasthe Sales Manager, supervising up to 50 people, and
earned $6000 a year (abotlit s$1€@0y000ryni noldaygédd |
Seaboard a BelweeG d929 dnd 1932 hemveledicont i nuousl yo for the
manufacture of cold [ aid bituminous paving mater:i

In 1932 he became General Manager of the company and his salary was doubled to $12,000. Later he was
promoted to Assistant to the President, responsible for company policy, public relations, contract
negotiations, field supervision, and liaison with government agencies.

The William McDonald @mpany did paving work for the 1939 World's Fair i ncl udi ng @dr oad
parking fields,and flooring Arthur oversaw the paving oivb million square yards (@ 400 acres)A
letterof thanksf r o m t h e rW®BinderdbPavingtated

el wish to express to you my appreciation of
personally given during the three years of planning and construction in the solution of

the various problems presented by the selection of suitable paved surfaces for the very
unusual conditions encountered at the Fair sit
your advice has been of the greatest value. é
personal relations with you.

The companyreceivednumerouscontracs for military installations,as well ador city, county, and state
streets and highwayS§ hey wer e HfAtechni cal advisor and paving
Commission as well as to various private architectural firms and engineering companies.

Ar t hgriandda Michael says:

[Arthur] was quite successfulhave a feeling he got some work through Albert Meissner
(sister Loretta's architect husband). Both men did a number of commissions for the
Catholic ChurchArthur earned a solidly upper mideiass income. He and his family
lived well. Arthur may have had a lean year or two when the market crashed and his work
in the private real estate market dried up. But he was able to reinvent himself as a civil
engineer and work for companies that specialized in{secgke projects.

Arthur was a busy guy. Besides his job and family, he was active in a number of
organizationsin 1940 he attended a public speaking class two nights a week for a year.
Grandson Michael |l earned the following from hi

Arthur did not attend engineering school or college. He took a number-bbraé
courses as his career evolved. He made it a point to join, or get elected to, as many
professional organizations as possible and to hang his membesgstifirates on his

office wall.

Arthur was an associate member thE American Society of Civil Engineeend a member ofthe
Municipal Engineers of the City of New Yarkrom 1940 until at least 1942 he was DirectothefNew

York Chapter of theSocietyof American Military Engineersand Vice Chairman of the Greater New
York Fund, Flushing (probably the 1199SEIU labor unida) which e organized committees for fund
raising campaignsin 1942 he was Vice President and Fellowtlad Brooklyn Engineers Club and a
member of the execuvcommittee of United Service Organization for the Boro of Queens. At some
point he was also Assistant Boro Chief for the Public Works Emergency Division Civilian Defense
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Corps.He was a member of thé&W, and s Elks plaque is dated 1922

I n 1942 Arthur S
6100

ubmitted a APersonnel Pl acement 0O
tall, 17 i

0 5 pounds, and in excellent phys
His grandson Michael saydt $eems that Arthur was a very smart, very personable individual who was

as comfortable with management as he was with the laborer. He must have been an ideal liaison between
those groups. He must have been an excellent madager.

Tragically, Arthur died on Feb. 201943 at age 4&f complications from gall bladder surgeftye may

have had cancer from being gassed in the.\W#s)son Jim remembers that his father was in terrible pain
before finally agreeing to the operation. Arthur may have put it off as long as he could because he did not
beliewe he would survivethe surgery He purchased a family gravesite (six plots) at Gate of Heaven
Cemetery odan 13, 194Just a year before he died

See Part 2 of this book to learn about EtHell, and Part 3 to |l earn about A
and children.

Arthur Von Der Linn in 1919 after WWI, and circa 1942
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Arthur memorabilia: Elks plaque, Fire Dept. 10-year service pin, 1939 Wor | dés Fair pin

This glowing letter of reference speaks to Art
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